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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX).

——————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-

nication from the Speaker:
ASHINGTON, DC,

November 17, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA
FoxX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2014, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

———
FUNDING ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VELA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to urge the inclusion of additional
funding for Alzheimer’s research in the
National Institutes of Health’s budget.
This disease affects over 5 million
Americans, and every 67 seconds, some-
one develops Alzheimer’s.

The impact on these patients and
their families is immense, and Con-
gress must act now to ensure needed
funding is available to researchers will-
ing to understand, treat, and cure Alz-
heimer’s.

As the Appropriations Committee
drafts spending legislation for the cur-
rent fiscal year, it is critical that the
NIH budget include an initial $200 mil-
lion for Alzheimer’s research. The re-
quirement for this funding was vali-
dated by the National Alzheimer’s
Plan, a comprehensive congressionally-
directed initiative which serves as a
blueprint to ensure that taxpayer dol-
lars are carefully invested in medical
research.

One in three seniors who die each
year have been diagnosed with Alz-
heimer’s or dementia, and the Centers
for Disease Control notes that it is the
sixth leading cause of death in the
United States.

In addition to the terrible toll on in-
dividuals, the costs of treating Alz-
heimer’s will cost over $214 billion this
year. With so much at stake, an invest-
ment of $200 million in 2015 is clearly
justified, and we must also continue to
provide funding for Alzheimer’s re-
search in future years.

On behalf of south Texas families af-
fected by Alzheimer’s, I urge my col-
leagues in Congress to support in-
creased funding for Alzheimer’s re-
search.

———
TERRORIST POACHING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
the call of the wild from mammoth Af-
rican elephants and rhinos has grown
meek and blissfully silent.

The culprit: outlaw terrorists who
are tracking and hunting down these
massive creatures to fund their filthy,
lucre terrorist enterprises. Our enemy
is sophisticated and well-funded, but
their weapons, surveillance equipment
and training, food, lodging, and travel
cost a lot of money.

ISIS has a terrorist army that has
raised billions of dollars through extor-

tion, drugs, bank robbery, kidnapping,
and oil smuggling, but there is one
source of funding for terrorism that is
being overlooked: poaching.

Madam Speaker, the illegal wildlife
trade in Africa is a $7 to $10 billion a
year business. According to the non-
partisan Congressional Research Serv-
ice, a rhino horn sells for $65,000 a kilo-
gram in Asia. That is more expensive
than silver, gold, diamonds, or illicit
drugs.

The number one buyer of ivory is
none other than China. With big profits
and high demand, poaching has risen
dramatically.

Madam Speaker, two-thirds of cen-
tral Africa’s forest elephants have been
wiped out in the last 10 years. 100,000
elephants were killed in Africa between
2010 and 2012. In just those 10 years,
central Africa has lost 64 percent of its
elephants, according to National Geo-
graphic.

One of those elephants killed was
Satao, pictured right here before he
was Kkilled. Satao was called by some as
the world’s biggest and largest ele-
phant. Satao had tusks that reached to
the ground, as you can see, but last
June, he was found in a swamp, dead,
killed for his tusks. He was 45 to 46
years old. The poachers finally got this
old bull.

Terrorists have identified this lucra-
tive industry of systematically Kkilling
African animals as another source of
cash to fund their murderous enter-
prises. The al Qaeda affiliate al
Shabaab generated between $200,000
and $600,000 a month from just tusks,
according to the African Elephant Ac-
tion League. The blood money ac-
counted for as much as 40 percent of al
Shabaab’s total operating budget.

These terrorist poachers not only kill
African animals, but they kill the wild-
life wardens guarding them as well.

Other terrorist organizations impli-
cated in the illegal poaching trade in-
clude Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance
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